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Participation Report on the 2024 European Survey Regarding Near-Natural River Restoration
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Near-natural river engineering techniques were introduced to Japan in 1990 as methods for river construction and
surrounding environmental improvement that also consider the natural environment. Approximately 35 years have
passed since these pioneering examples of near-natural river creation were introduced to Japan. In 2024, a policy aiming
for nature-positive river creation was announced, including setting quantitative targets for river environments. As
Japan advances new river management initiatives incorporating not only consideration for the natural environment but
also proactive creation of new natural environments through nature-positive river development policies, it is crucial to
investigate how near-natural river development has progressed in Europe since its introduction. I participated in a study
conducted to gain insights from these efforts. The study focused on the United Kingdom, where biodiversity net gain

measures are being introduced, and Switzerland, which has a long history of implementing near-natural construction

methods. This paper reports on the findings obtained from this European study.
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